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BOOK NOTICES 

[Mention under this head does not preclude review elsewhere] 



On the Art of Reading. By Sir Arthur Qtjiller-Couch. New York: G. P. 

Putnam's Sons, 1920. Pp. 250. $3.00. 

A companion volume to the same author's On the Art of Writing. This is not 
a treatise but a series of lectures upon the study and teaching of literature from the 
humanistic viewpoint. 
English Literature. By John Louis Haney. New York: Harcourt, Brace 

and Howe, 1920. Pp. 452. 

Not greatly different in external form or organization from its predecessors. 
Workmanlike in appearance. 

Public Speaking. By Clarence Stratton. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 

1920. Pp. 341. 

A sensible book, giving practical advice simply. It leans more to rhetorical 
than to vocal technique. 

The Elements of Style. By William Strtjnk, Jr. New York: Harcourt, 

Brace and Howe, 1920. Pp. 52. 

The author has tried to state in as few and as simple rules as possible the absolute 
minima of effective form, leaving further work to be done by the instructor through 
a laboratory course. 

The Silent Readers. Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Readers. By William D. 
Lewis and Albert Lindsay Rowland. Illustrated by Frederick Rich- 
ardson. Philadelphia: The John C. Winston Company. 
These books are intended to supplement rather than to displace readers in use. 
They are for the specific purpose of developing skill in silent reading. The pupil 
is informed of this purpose in the introduction and given specific directions for the 
reading of each selection. The distinction between imaginative and informational 
literature is observed in the handling. Speed drills are given and the use of standard 
tests recommended. 

Handbook of English Composition. Second Revised Edition. By Luella 

Clay Carson. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book Co., 

1920. Pp. 255. $1.28. 
Choosing a Play. Revised and Enlarged. By Gertrude E. Johnson. New 

York: The Century Co., 1920. Pp.177. $i-35- 

The chapters of advice are accompanied by extensive bibliographies, many of 
the plays named being suited to production in unliterary communities. 

Modem British Poetry. Edited by Louis Untermeyer. New York: Har- 
court, Brace and Howe, 1920. Pp. 234. 
A wide-ranging collection of short pieces, arranged chronologically according 

to the birth dates of the writers. Not more than five selections from any one poet. 
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Abraham Lincoln — A Play. By John Drinkwater. With an Introduction 
by Arnold Bennett. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1920. Pp. 112. 
$0.85. 

This much-talked-of and really worth-while play is in the format of the "River- 
side Literature Series." 

Modem American Prose Selections. Edited by Byron J. Rees. New York: 
Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1920. Pp. 181. 
A notable collection, much of it not otherwise easily accessible. 

Seven Stories by Nathaniel Hawthorne. Edited with an Introduction by 
Carl Van Doren. New York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1920. 
Pp. 166. 
Chiefly quite familiar stories, difficult enough for twelfth grade or college. 

Readings from Colonial Prose and Poetry. Complete in one volume. Edited 
by William P. Trent and B. W. Wells. New York: Thomas Y 
Crowell Co., 1901, 1903. Pp. 331. 

Burke's Speech on Conciliation with America. Edited with Notes and Intro- 
duction by Edwin L. Miller. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1920- 
Pp. 119. 
One of the first issue of an attractive new series under the general editorship 

of Mr. Miller. 

Coleridge's The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, and Other Poems. With Intro- 
duction, Notes, and an Appendix by Louise Pound. Philadelphia: J. B. 

Lippincott Co., 1920. Pp. 144. 
Shakespeare's A Midsummer-Night's Dream. Edited by Clarence Stratton. 

Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1920. Pp. 115. 
Tennyson's Idylls of the King. With Notes and Introduction by Willis 

H. Wilcox. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1920. Pp. 183. 
Readings from Huxley. Edited with Introduction by Clarissa Rinaker. 

New York: Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 1920. Pp. 160. 

Intended for college study, this collection omits the selections so commonly 
used in high schools. 
History of Modern Colloquial English. By Henry Cecil Wyld. New York: 

E. P. Dutton & Co., 1920. Pp. 398. $8.00 net. 

A detailed study of our language and especially of pronunciation, with more 
attention to print than the title indicates, carried back as far as the fifteenth century. 
Old English Ballads — 1553-1625. Chiefly from Manuscripts. Edited by 

Hyder E. Rollins. Cambridge: University Press, 1920. Pp. 423. 

Original form except for modern type and punctuation. "The chief interest of 
this book lies in the fifteen unique Catholic ballads of the years 1586-1616 it contains; 
they furnish a striking contrast to the five Catholic ballads of Queen Mary's reign." 

Gammer Gurlon's Needle. By Mr. S. Mr. of Art. Edited by H. F. B. Brett- 
Smith. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1920. Pp. 78. 
Another "Percy Reprint." 



